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_Jean Muir Interview on ‘Girl:

Talk’ Help Up for Censor patri

By JACK GOULD
Jean Muir, the actress whose
abrupt dismissal from a televi-
sion program 15 years ago first
cxposed the existence of wide-
sprcad blacklisting ‘in broad-

casting, was told yesterday that:

a recollection of her experiences
could not bhe televised without

censorship.
Hal Golden, president of
A.B.C. Films, Inc., confirmed

that one of the names that
would be deleted from a taped
interview with Miss Muir was
‘that of the General Foods Cor-
poration, the sponsor that dis-
charged her in-1950.

° Edith Schaffer, counsel to
A.B.C. Films, Inc, said last
night that “there is some men-
tion of names that might ex-
pose the station to defamation-
of-character suits.” .

. She expressed the hope that
“everything will be worked out”
but said that she believed the
American Broadcasting Com-
panies, Inc., parent of the film
subsidiary, should do the re-
search necessary to confirm all
statements by Miss Muir.

A spokesman for station
WABC-TV (Channel 7) said yes-
terday that Miss Muir's sched-
.uled appearance at 9 A.M. Mon-
day had been postponed until
such time as the editing had!
been completed. An announce-,
ment of her participation in
“Girl Talk,” a -morning dis-
.cussion program, had been
.made only three days ago. 1
_ “It's just absolutely fantas-
tc,” Miss Muir said last night.
“History is repeating itself
after 15 years. But this time I
am free to speak up.”

Dropped in August, 1950

Miss Muir was peremptorily
dropped in August, 1950, from
khe cast of “The Aldrich Fam-
ily,”” then a popular series. Gen-
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eral Foods stated that she wasf

being dismissed as ‘‘a contro-
versial person” and that it was
not passing judgment on the
merit of accusations in “Red
Channels,” a privately prepared
booklet that sought to link per-
formers with Communist or
‘Communist-front organizations.
_ The actress, who bitterly de-
‘nounced a dismissal that came,
without any hearing, came to be’
a symbol of that entire period in;
broadcasting's history. Scores of.
actors became unemployable on
‘the air because sponsors consid-
ered it unwise to engage artists
whose presence might offend
‘some customers for their prod,
ucts. - . . e
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suicide or had left the country;
in the blacklisting era. !
Miss Muir, in her radio and:
television appearances, talked
of her own ordeal, which in-
cluded a period as a chronic
alcoholic, from which she has
fully recovercd. She has re-
~nmed her acting career and is
'in demand as a speaker on the
i+ 'e 6f the woman in Americant
life.
| The Broad¢asting industry’s
'sensitivity on the suhject of
blacklisting was thought to
have eased after the victory of
John Henry Faulk, the humor-
ist,- in a libel suit against Aware,
Inc., and Vincent Hartnett, who
ran a service giving the political
pedigree of actors. Mr, Faulk
freely discussed his experiences
on radio and TV stations.
Most circles in TV Dbelicve
blacklisting has lessened in re-
cent ycars, There still are actors,
‘however, who can not work in

television because they have!
+

irejected network and sponsor
requests to clarify their polit-
ical beliefs.

The reluctance of sponsors
to have their names or goods
associated with issues that may
arouse controversy of any kind
has come to be taken for
granted, however. A number of
sponsors elected not to present
documentarics about civil rights

objectionable. The technique is.
probably best known through
the Johnny Carson “Tonight”.
program, where guests speak-
ing  extemvoraneously  may
wind up with brief spots of
dead air.

Mr. Golden said that A.B.C.
Films had beceme aware of
the contents of the program’
with Miss Muir only late Thurs-

ing before the Fedcral Com-
ymunications Commission, a hume-

because of possible il will
‘among white customers in the
‘South. In testimony at a hear-

{ber of writers and advertising-
,agency officials said that knowl-
iedgeable . dramatists now in-
istinctively avoid subjects . or
-characterizations that could in-
f&ite sponsor disfavor.

sure of all the names whose
mention by Miss Muir had dis-
turbed his company's legal de-
partment. He agreed that the.
reference to ~General Foods
would be one deleted. '
~ General ‘Foods is one of the
most extensive advertisers in’
television, "and its business is
highly coveted by the networks.

It is a sponsor of thc Peter
Jennings eévening lLiews pro-
gram on the AB.C. network.|
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